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Home of the Wildcats

Hear Us Roar

Upcoming Events:








10/12/21—Pop In
Visit
10/14/21—Board
Meeting @ 5:30pm
10/14/21—
College Thursday—
Wear your college
t-shirt.
10/15/21—Spirit
Fridays—Wear your
school spirit attire
10/15/21—Boss’s
Day.

Cutler Elementary School

Message From the
Learning Director:
This week at
Cutler School we
celebrated antibullying week with
dress up days every
day! Our turn out
and participation
was amazing. We
had so many kiddos
give bullies the boot
on Thursday. It was
great to see the entire school come together and focus on
strategies to keep
bullies away from
our school.
During this
week I have the op-

portunity to walk
through many
classrooms with
our coaches. It was
great to see amazing reading, writing, listening, and
speaking in place.
Our first grade riders are knocking it
out of the park.
Keep up the good
work everyone!
This Wednesday we celebrated
our academic
coaches. The
whole school
pitched in to create
thoughtful gifts for
their coaches. We

know that we are
better together and
we are very thankful
for the guidance and
leadership that our
coaches provide us
with on a daily basis. We couldn’t do it
without you!
As an added
note, it was such a
blessing to be able
to go outside and
enjoy the beautiful
fresh air at the end
of the week. Have
an amazing weekend and thank you
so much for all the
support this week.

~Mrs. Andrade

Coaches Corner:
Another week down! Where did the week
go? YAY! And a little rain thrown in there! We
had an informative extended PD on Tuesday.
It was very helpful to sit as an entire team and
look at our new SBAC writing rubrics and discuss what students need, to be a successful
communicator. Thank you to all the teachers
who took the time to participate, brought student writing samples to score and your imperative knowledge. Whoo- hoo! Now we get to
put what we learned to work as we get ready to
score our first writing performance tasks of the
year.
Way to go 4th and 5th grade. Through all
this craziness, you were able to get students
working on their first performance task assessment of the year! It was good to see students using CLOSE reading strategies to read
the texts, Step-Up to Writing to organize their
informational writing and finally, typing away
on their Google docs. In a few short weeks,
third grade will be following your lead. Thank
you for your hard work in this endeavor.
~Mrs. Vanderwall/Mrs. Aranzazu
Educational Social Worker Corner:
This week, our students received their
first lesson on Bullying Prevention. Our students learned how to identify what bullying is
and what it would like if they or a peer were experiencing it. When students recognize bullying,
they are taking the first step in getting the bullying behavior to stop. A few of our 5th graders
appear to be well-versed in this area as they
have demonstrated the ability to recognize bullying behaviors and report them to safe
adults on campus. The goal for our school is
that all of our students learn that bullying is not
safe, that they need to report bullying behaviors
immediately and that adults will help them in
getting bullying to stop!
Our students are seeking out support
from safe adults to manage the problems that
arise in their peer relationships. This week we
held a healing circle with some of our fifth
grade students to talk about conflicts they have

experienced in their friend group and plans
to move forward positively and kindly. The
outpour of emotions was moving—it was evident that our students needed this time to
release their hurt and begin to heal. Be vigilant and refer to us when students are in
need!
~Ms.

Arce

School Counselor Corner:
This During the last few weeks we
have been experiencing some unique and
very challenging behaviors in and out of the
classrooms. Many students have limited ability to control their own behaviors and are
often confused and frustrated by the daily
requirements of school. Unable to understand their multiple emotions and thus unable to manage them, it is very common for
students to act out aggressively. Aggressive
behavior, whether physical or verbal, can
cause risks to the health and safety of the
student and others. Therefore, it is important
to create intervention strategies to address
common situations that result in challenges
before they emerge (e.g., identifying situations that cause fatigue, learning to take a
break, engaging in positive physical activities
routinely). Use communication strategies
to defuse an outburst, should one arise. It is
important to have a plan to address these
situations before they occur. Here are a few
strategies that can be used when dealing
with an escalating situation.
1. Remain calm and positive. (e.g., “OK,
you’re not ready, I’ll wait,”“Looks like you
need a break,” “No big deal,” etc.).
2.Try redirection. Sometimes, you can head
off a crisis by redirecting a student to an entirely unrelated task. Make sure the new
task is neutral to prevent inadvertent reinforcement of the aggression; you do not want
a student to think, “When I threaten to hit
someone, I get to go play.”
3.Keep everyone safe. It will sometimes be
easier to move others out of the room into a

safe space than it will be to move an out-ofcontrol student into isolation.
4.State the situation clearly and simply.
Sometimes an objective, non-judgmental
statement of what has occurred can help a
student regain calm (e.g., “OK, you were
working on a math problem and something
went wrong. When you’re ready, we can figure it out and try something else.”).
5.Choose your battles wisely. Does it matter? Is this a big enough deal that you have
to address it at this exact moment? Is there
a way to reach your goal without provoking
the student?
~Ms.

Aguirre

College Thursday & Career Friday:
This week our College Bound Wildcats explored Stanford University and
learned about the career of Food Scientists!

Have a Fantastic Weekend!

~Cutler Leadership Team

